
 

 

 

Date: 27 May 2009 

Subject: Revision of Sociology Minor 

From: John D. Harder, Chair  

CCI Sciences Subcommittee 

 

 

The CCI Sciences Subcommittee first considered the proposal for revision of the Sociology Minor at 

its meeting on 9 February 2009.  The proposed revision involves 1) retention of the current Sociology 

minor program with no changes, 2) restructuring and renaming of the other two existing minor 

programs:  Social Stratification and Inequality and Criminology, and 3) the addition of a new minor 

program in Health and Society as outlined in the attached summary and Table 1.  The proposed 

changes do not change the current total credit hours (25) required of Sociology minors. 

 

Social Stratification and Inequality to be renamed:  Inequality and Society, 25 credit hours 

This minor program currently suffers from low enrollment, perhaps because students are unfamiliar 

with the term “stratification”.   Also, it not well differentiated from the Sociology minor. These 

shortcomings are addressed with the name change and the addition of two courses (Sociology 202 

and 306), both of which deal with social stratification.  Sociology 463 is retained and Sociology 101 

is dropped as a requirement.  Students choose from a list of some 67 courses in Sociology (Appendix 

A) for two electives (5 hrs each) to complete their minor of 25 hours. 

 

Criminology to be renamed:  Criminology and Criminal Justice Studies, 25 credit hours. 

This is a popular minor (67 enrolled, SP’08), but it is poorly differentiated from Sociology minor.  

The department intends to strengthen this program with a name change that reflects areas of strength 

in the department and its major by the same name.  Introduction to Criminal Justice (209) and 

Sociology of Youth and Crime (511) replace Sociology 101 and 487 as prerequisites.  Students 

choose from a list of some 38 courses in Sociology (Appendix B), focused on criminology, for two 

electives (5 hrs each) to complete their minor. 

 

Health and Society:  a new minor in Sociology, 25 credit hours 

The department proposes this minor to take advantage of growing faculty strength (4 new hires) in 

population, aging, and medical sociology and their participation in the Initiative in Population 

Research.  Students completing this minor will be knowledgeable in sociological theory as it relates 

to operation of the health care industry and social trends in health related issues. 

 

The revision of the Sociology minor programs builds on the strength of the current Sociology minor 

(105 enrolled, SP’08) to offer four programs organized around substantive areas of expertise among 

faculty in the department. The Subcommittee believes that the rationale for the proposed revision is 

compelling and that curricular structure of the four programs is well developed and differentiated.  
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The Sciences Subcommittee was concerned in its deliberations with two issues:   

1) prerequisites for required courses in two of the programs: Sociology 511, 629, and 630, and  

2) the status of Sociology 101 as a required course in the Sociology minor program but as an elective 

in the other three.   

The use of 100-level courses in minors is discouraged (page 20 of the Curricular Operations Manual), 

and the subcommittee was concerned that use of Sociology 101 as an elective in three of the minors 

would effectively constitute a 20-hour minor for students who had taken 101 prior to enrolling in the 

minor, while use of 101 as a required course in the Sociology minor would constitute a 25-hour 

minor for students who had not yet taken the course. The proposal was returned to the department 

with the recommendation to remove Sociology 101 from the elective list or to provide a rationale for 

retaining it as an elective in three of the four minors. 

The Subcommittee considered the response (3/12/09) from Sociology on 7 April 2009: With regard 

to the prerequisites for Sociology 511, 629, and 630, Sociology is very confident that students will 

have taken a 200-400 level course prior to enrolling in the aforementioned upper level courses.  They 

have numerous lower-level (i.e., 200-400) courses that are regularly offered and new minors will be 

advised to complete either 209 (Introduction to Criminal Justice) or 410 (Criminology) before taking 

511 (Sociology of Youth and Crime), or in the case of Health and Society minor that they will need 

290 (Sociology of Death and Dying) before enrolling in 629 or 630.   

With regard to Sociology 101, the department noted that the Manual states that if a 100-level course 

is included in the minor program, there must be 20 additional hours of non-100 level coursework.  

That is the case in the Sociology minor program.  Dr. Bellair also emphasized that most students who 

elect one of their minor programs will have taken 101.  Thus, there would be no inequality in the 

rigor of the four programs or the hours required for the Sociology minor compared to the other three 

minor programs.   

At its meeting on 12 May 2009 the Subcommittee voted to withdraw the 4/7/09 contingencies, which 

instructed the department to remove statements about not increasing credit hours and to remove 

Sociology 101 as required or elective course within the Sociology minor programs.  The 

subcommittee found the rationale set forth for each of Sociology minors to be compelling and well 

supported by the proposed curricula and voted to unanimously approve the four Sociology minor 

programs. 

 

 

 

  

 





To: CCI Sciences Subcommittee  

From:  Department of Sociology (Paul E. Bellair, DUS, and J. Craig Jenkins, Chair) 

Subject: CCI Sciences Subcommittee comments on Sociology proposal to revise minor programs 

Date: March 12
th
, 2009 

1. Sociology 511, 629 and 630 all list their prerequisite as: 5 credit hours in Sociology at the 200-

400 level.  How confident is the department that a student will have taken a 200-400 level course by 

the time they sign up for one of these 3 courses?  Any increase to time of graduation anticipated?  

We are very confident that students will have taken a 200-400 level course prior to enrolling in the 

aforementioned upper level courses.  We have numerous lower-level (i.e., 200-400) courses that are 

regularly offered.  In the case of 511 a student would probably be seeking the criminology and 

criminal justice studies minor, and in the case of 629 and 630 the student would probably be seeking 

the health and society minor.  When the new minors are eventually approved our advisors and web 

pages will recommend to students that they will need to complete either 209 (Introduction to Criminal 

Justice) or 410 (criminology) before taking 511 (Sociology of youth and crime), or in the case of 

health and society minors that they will need 290 (Sociology of death and dying) before enrolling in 

629 or 630.   Alternatively, students can also take any of our other 200-400 level offerings first and 

those would count towards the minor.  In the rare case that a student could not take a 200-400 level 

prior to enrolling in an upper level course and was too close to graduation to wait we would be 

flexible and waive the pre-requisite and allow the student to enroll in the upper level course.  This 

would not be ideal, but Sociology is committed to ensuring that our students can complete our 

programs without increasing their time to graduation and on a case by case basis exceptions can be 

made.        

2. 101 has been removed as a required course in 2 of the minor tracks.  The ASC Curriculum and 

Assessment Operations manual (on p.20) discourages the use of 100-level courses in fulfilling a 

minor.  Some students will have a 25 hour minor with 101 included, while others will have a 25 hour 

minor with 5 higher-level courses in fulfillment.  Are these 2 minors equal?  Please provide a 

rationale for why 101 remains a suitable elective, or please remove 101 from the elective lists to 

fulfill minors.  

We include 101 (Introduction to Sociology) as a required course in the Sociology minor program 

only, whereas in the other 3 proposed minor programs (Inequality and Society, Criminology and 

Criminal Justice Studies, and Health and Society) 101 is included as an option in the list of electives.  

The committee argues that this could create a situation in which the Sociology major is an “easier” 

minor program than the others.  We disagree with this characterization. 

First, as noted above, students electing any of the minor programs other than Sociology can take 101 

and still apply it towards the 25 hours required in the minor (see the list of electives in the 

appendices).  This is perfectly consistent with arts and sciences rules, although we note that it is 

discouraged.  Nevertheless, the rules state that if a 100-level course is included in the minor program 

that there be 20 additional hours of non-100 level coursework.  That is the case in the Sociology 

minor program.  

That issue notwithstanding we suspect that most students who elect one of our minor programs will 

have taken 101.  Thus, there would be no difference in perceived difficulty.  In the case of students 



who opt not to take 101 in their pursuit of any of the other minor programs we still don’t feel that they 

would be more difficult than the Sociology minor.  After all, the Sociology major requires 487 (types 

of sociological inquiry) which is a fairly rigorous course on research methods with some statistical 

procedures covered.  In addition 488 (introduction to sociological theory) is a rigorous treatment of 

classical sociological theory.  In the end, the requirements of the Sociology minor program have been 

intact since the late 1980’s and afford non-majors with a comprehensive introduction to the field.  We 

remain comfortable with it.     

 

 

 

 



















Transmittal History Sociology Minor Revisions and new Sociology Health and Society 

minor 

 

CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee 

Approved Minutes 

May 12, 2009  

 

1. Sociology Minor Revision 

• Clarification on contingencies 

• The motion (4/7/09) was that 101 not be included as an elective or requirement in the 

minor, and to remove the statement that it will not increase the credit hours for the 

minor.   

• It was found that 101’s can be used in minors, though they are discouraged.  Research 

could not bring forward documentation of that supposed rule. 

• Sociology’s inclusion of 101 was based on recruiting minors from that class.  It did 

not add extraneous hours to the minor.   

• Is 101 appropriate for a minor, which is supposed to be a more rigorous treatment of a 

4- or 5-course cluster?  Keeping it in there could make it misleading to students who 

have to take an additional 5 credit hours. 

• Motion to 1) remove the two contingencies approved on 4/7/09, i.e., Sociology 

was instructed to remove the statement in the proposal about not increasing 

credit hours and 2) remove 101 as a required and/or elective within the 

Sociology minor proposals and 3) approve the Sociology minor as submitted  

Fredal, Mumy - UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

 

CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee 

Approved Minutes,  

April 07, 2009 

 

1. Sociology minor revision 

• This was sent back previously, revolving around the issue of Soc 101 as an elective 

• Their response is that 20 of the 25 hrs will be non-100 level coursework 

• Basic substance: no complaints here regarding that 

• Does the response satisfy the committee? 

o Some sense of false advertising here: if you take 101 you still need to have 5 

courses beyond that  

o In soc strat & ineq: that is 25 hrs without 101 

• By faculty rule, depts. cannot use 101 as an elective in the minor 

MOTION TO APPROVE WITH CONTINGENCY: 101 not be included as an elective 

or a requirement in any minor- could be a prereq to the minor but cannot count it 

(could recommend it), and as it goes forth the proposal must remove the statement 

that it will not increase the credit hours for the minor- Harder, Fredal- 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

 



CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee 

Approved Minutes,  

February 09, 2009 

 

1. Sociology minor 

• Adding a minor (in health), changing 2 minor names and taking some general 

sociology courses and tailor the courses more to the topics 

• Does not add more credit hours; 101 is not a prereq for many of these; 

students will still  

• 511, 629 and 630 have 487 & 488 as prereqs- will check if prereqs changed 

o ADDED AFTER THE MEETING: Todd Bitters: The prerequisite 
for Sociology 511, 629, and 630 is now listed as:  5 credit 
hours in Sociology at the 200 - 400 level or graduate 
standing 

• Rationale includes having more faculty to teach these new courses; crim 

minor is more attractive with this tailoring and already has a huge major 

following 

• 101 listed as elective- can a 101 fulfill a minor?  No. Take 101 off the 

elective list (or provide rationale for why they should keep it on there) 

• More focused curriculum, good alternative for students including premed 

• Minor can be attained with Soc 101 plus 20 cr hour of these courses, or 25 

credits (minus 101)- must standardize the minor- some can do it in 20, some 

25.  Do they really want a 20 cr hr minor with 101? 

SENT BACK WITH RECOMMENDATIONS ABOVE- general sense is we were happy 

with the changes; unanimously approved 

 

 

Social and Behavioral Sciences Curriculum Committee 

Approved Minutes 

January 13, 2009 

Sociology Minor Program revision  

• Part 3 of the sociology curriculum revisions, following the major program, 

prerequisites for undergrad and upper level courses in particular- the main 

focus is to find ways to make the minor programs more interesting and 

stimulate demand; currently 3 minors: sociology minor, criminology & 

social strat/inequality; the soc minor enrolls the most students (sp08- 105), 

which enrolls more than Crim, seen as odd given that the Crim major 

enrolls more than Soc major; Psych students are the most often Soc minor 

recipients, others are from Poli Sci, Comm & Social Work; enrollment in 

social strat/inequality minor is 1 student right now (probably more when 

degree audits occur) (perhaps because the current requirements are nearly 

identical with the Soc major, which has an established name brand with 

it)- this current structure was developed and proposed years ago, perhaps 

because the interdisciplinary minors were proliferated at the time; the 

current minors were set up with the mini-major philosophy (not based on 

enrollments at the time) 



• Changes: Leaving sociology minor as is; change other 2 minors more 

substantively based and add the Health and Society minor program; there 

are no credit hr requirement changes (25 hr); potential reason for lack of 

enrollment- students may not know what social strat and inequality is so 

decision was to change title to inequality and society, and change title of 

Crim minor to match Crim major title: Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Studies; 3 core courses for the 3-non-Soc tracks; removal of research 

methods course for these minors because most of the programs where the 

minors are coming from already have a methods course 

• Benchmark institutional data shows not much homogeneity across 

institutions as Wisconsin has interdisciplinary concentrations rather than 

minors, UCLA has no minors but immersion programs/course clusters,;25 

hr requirement falls a bit below other minor-granting institutions and 

much variation within Big 10 programs (20 hr is the minimum) but 

making hours larger is counter-productive to increasing enrollment; 

undergraduate advisors began to talk with students and they seemed to like 

the idea, preferring not take an additional research methods course  

• Low enrollment in Crim rationale- seems unequal to the previous 

statement stating 67 enrollees in Spring 2008. Sociology minor has about 

105 enrollees in the same quarter; that is what that statement is getting at; 

perhaps underperforming is a better language 

• Is it wise to submit in 1 package and send them out, in case 1 flies through 

and another wouldn’t? Administratively 1 meeting is ideal.  If there is 

delay with 1 or another minor it could hold it up; but seeing them all 

together as 1 package is more holistic.   

• The revision differentiates the minor programs more substantially 

• Under current Crim requirements, it should say 2 electives 

• The methods course (488, 549) pulled is not listed in possible electives; 

but each elective sheet was asked to be differentiated based on substance; 

will be added to each Appendix A and B 

• Intro to Sociology not a requirement for social strat and crim, but it is 

included in the appendices as electives 

• Prereqs for upper level courses are some mid-level courses; not a 

deceptive attempt to increase the number of credit hours students must 

take 

• Students taking a research methods in another department cannot count 

that in the sociology suite of minors credit 

• Public health minor (allied med or occupational therapy)?  Some contact 

with those departments especially in relation to the health minor 

 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
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